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        February has come and gone, March is closing down!  Time does 
fl y!   I have also just fi nished teaching several classes at Cott on and 
Chocolate, our local quilt shop.  I have 3 new avid smockers!  They are 
addicted - smocking, constructi on, heirloom sewing and bullions........I 
love to see sti tchers fall in love with the art of smocking and heirloom 
sewing.
     I have been busy working on the back end of the SAGA conventi on, 
too.  While it may seem like we just fi nished, the preparati ons are un-
derway for 2013 in Frisco, TX.  Terry Campbell, our Meeti ng coordina-
tor, is working on the brochure - we are hoping to have it fi nished and 
posted by the end of March.  Registrati on will start as usual, on May 1, 
2013 at 10am Central ti me.
     I am also working on the classes that I am teaching at the Martha’s 
Extravaganza in Arlington.  It is earlier this year - June 6-8, and it is in 
conjuncti on with the Scrapbooking conventi on.  From what we have 
been told, you will have access to both secti ons with one wristband.  If 
there is something in parti cular that you want to see, let me know and  
I will see if I can work it in!  A few goodies and some great informati on 
are inside, so keep on reading, and don’t forget to checkout my blog.  

www.vaunessewingroom.blogspot.com

     I am going to be in Santa Barbara at the end of June, Nebraska in 
early August, and stay tuned.....next issue will have informati on about 
a class that Cindy Foose and I are teaching together in the later part of 
August!   

Happy Stitching,

Vaune

Where I’ll Be.......
June 6-8, 2013
Martha’s Sewing Market
Arlington, TX

June 28 - June 30, 2013
Stitching Serenity
Santa Barbara, CA

August 2-4, 2013
Prairie Belle Smockers
Lincoln, Nebraska

August 23-25, 2013
Vauen Pierce & Cindy Foose
Stay Tuned!

October 22-27, 2013
SAGA National Convention
Frisco, TX
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   Checkout the info sheet 
on our Sti tching Serenity 13 
Retreat in Santa Barbara.  
This year you have the op-
ti on of staying an extra day 
for sti tching or for fun!



     The response to this book has been overwhelming!  It contains 12 
dresses that feature smocking and embroidery, in sizes 2-10.  All pat-
terns for the smocking qnd embroidery designs are included AS WELL 
AS the patt erns for the dresses AND 3 petti  coats!
  The US retail on this is $44, but my New Year’s newslett er special is 
$40.  All of you who have pre-ordered will get the New Year’s special 
price, of course!  I am very excited about this book - the pictures from 
Country Bumpkin are always wonderful this book looks to be a ‘coff ee 
table’ book, as well as an informati onal, inspirati onal design book.

    *** February has been rescheduled to May/June, 
along with a U.S. printer, which hopefully means it will 
cost less. At this point, Country Bumpkin is not shipping 
to the US from Taiwan. I am sti ll working on more info. 
I really was hoping for March, or Easter, but..................  
I will keep you updated as I hear more from CB, but as 
of right now, the wait conti nues!  I am so sorry - I can’t 
wait to see it myself!***

     Library Shelf

    
  A new booklet from Frances Messina Jones - Smocked Monograms!  it 
included the graphs for a Large Alphabet, a Small Alphabet, moti ff s, and 
smocking graph (cables) paper so you can design your own monogram.  
This really saves ti me instead of having to fi gure out how to graph them 
your self!  Use the traditi onal small/large/small moti f (see top picture),or 
you can even overlap the lett ers.  This litt le booklet is worth having on 
the shelf of you are going to do this (and monograms are GREAT for litt le 

boys!).  Reg. $15, Newslett er special  $13.50
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130 Anti que French Embroidery Alphabets
     This book is full of French alphabets that 
were used for monogramming and embroi-
dery - it is a wonderful book!  Think of all the 
vintage monogrammed hankies and there 
you are!  Great patt ern book!  Reg. $27,

this month’s special - $25



                              

Last but not least in this Inspirati on-fest!  The New Inspirati on Index, which 
coves issues 1 - 75, will be arriving along with Issue #77.  This is a great ref-
erence to have, if you have several of the Inspirati ons Magazines!  Crossed 
reference, it is easy to fi nd what you are looking for!
Reg. $30, 

March special  $25
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Inspirati ons Issue #76.............here and almost 
gone!  This issue is no longer available through Country 
Bumpkin or the US distributor.  Full of beauti ful embroidery, 
as we have come to expect, including a beauti ful thimble 
holder and a stunning pin cushion.  I have a few of these left , 
which I will be packing to take to Puyallup.  If you want a 
copy, please let me know right away!

$23.00

Another on the way....got the shipping noti ce today, should be here by 9-8!

Inspirati ons #77 - the new issue, just arrived!
     This issue is full of some stunning embroidery - a beauti ful ballerina, an adorable 
‘fi reman’ and his dalmati an, a lovely needle case, an embroidered hanger, a stunning 
tassel, and a brilliant bluebird.  Lets hope this issue lasts a bit longer than the last 
one!

$23.00

an Inspiration-fest!

                               March.....Dark Chocolate.....Caramel.....Linen....Lace.....Floche.....March.....Dark Chocolate.....Caramel.....Linen....Lace.....Floche.....



  What’s New......
                     Quick Pleaters
a great noti on for making FAST and easy pleats!  The small set has 3 sizes 
- 1/2 inch, 3/4 inch, and 1 inche.  You use these at your machine, putti  ng 
the fork in the fabric and turning it - one way for knife pleats, alternati ng 
directi ons for box pleats.  Aft er you ‘turn’ the fabric, remove the fork and 
take a few sti tches on the machine and the pleats are held in place.  I can 
also special order the large set (2/3/4 inches, mostly used for upholster-

ing).  Reg.  $34, This month’s special is $30

          Gift Certifi cates available!   Perfect for any occasion!
                 Perfect for you!  Available in any amount!
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Here are some step by step pictures so you can see how easy this is to use to make knife pleats or box pleats!

It is as easy as 1-2-3.  Put the fork in the fabric in front of your foot.  Turn the fork, forming the pleat and then 
sew over the pleat.  Repeat the process, unti l all of your pleats are made.  You can make knife or box pleats, 
depending on which way you turn the fork!

Once the pleats are made, press them with a Rajah cloth, to keep the pleats prett y and permanent!  Add pip-
ing for a fi nished look.  The fi nal picture as left  knife pleats, a box pleat in the center, then right knife pleats.



Fabric Makes Me Happy!
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        Color and it’s Variati ons!
         A color wheel gives you diff erent colors, all 
relati ng to the 3 primary colors, redred, yellowyellow,and blueblue.  
The colors directly across the street from each other 
are complimentary and play well together!  Examples 
of these are all around you - purple/yellow (Easter), 
and red/green (Christmas), for example.
     Secondary colors are those which are made when 
you mix to primary colors together:  purplepurple, orangeorange, 
and greengreen.
     Colors close to each other are also ‘besti es’,  
(analogous) and play well together too.

 We know what a color is, but do you know what a 
ti nt, a shade or a tone is?  
Tint:  Add white to a color and you will have a ti nt.
Shade: Add black to a color and you have a shade.
Tone:  Add grey to a color and you will have a tone.

   9 inch Color Wheel 
Organizes color so that you can 
see how they relate to each 
other!  Reg. $7.00

Special $6.00Special $6.00

             100% cott on Sea Island Knits 
Litt le Boy prints!  Due to problems with the over-
seas mills, these fabrics are no longer being car-
ried.  They retail for $20/yd, but I have the last of 

these and can off er them for $10/yard.  At this 
point, I DON’T have a picture of the fabric, but they 
have boats, anchors, teddy bears, etc. one with 
white background, one with blue background.  Sev-
eral of the guilds use this for WeeCare blankets.  As 
an added bonus to the Guilds, for anyone ordering 
10 yards or more (any combinati on),  the newslet-

ter special is $8.50 /yd.
Once this fabric is gone, I will not be able to get 
anymore, as I have taken all of their stock!  First 
come, fi rst serve on this!

  Gingham  Piping
1/32 “ check
1/16” check

  A Note about Gingham
    I like to use gingham as a trim - sleeves, collars, and 
piping.  I consider it a neutral with pizzazz.  One thing 
that I have noti ced is that the ready made piping uses the 
smaller, 1/32” check, which I think ‘fades’ the gingham 
look.  I much prefer the 1/16” check - sti ll gives you the 
gingham look, without being overwhelming.

 Gingham Party with FAT fat Quarters
This month I have started putti  ng together collec-
ti ons of fat quarters of gingham.  the fat quarters are 
18” by 30” (not 22”), so there is plenty of room for 
piping, cuff s, and trim!  Set 1 is black/red/grey.  Set 2 
is Baby blue/yellow/pink.  Set 3 is turquoise/green/
bubblegum pink.  Each set is reg. $10.50  Special:

$10 /set,  all 3 sets for $27
The gingham is 100% cott on and 60” wide and is
$14/yd.  It is available in the following colors:

Black  Grey
Red  Turquoise
Green  Bubblegum Pink
Baby Blue Yellow
Baby Pink



The Fine Print
 Some things never make it to my website, as they are one ti me buys and you all get fi rst crack!  Send me an email 
(vaune@vaune.com)  with what you want and your phone number and I will get right back to you!  If you need to call, 
my number is 805-529-5005  

    I wish you all a Happy Easter, with lots of sti tchin’ ti me!

Happy Stitching,

Vaune
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                                            Wish I Was There......  
   Mark your calendars!  The Lacis Museum of Lace and Texti les, in Berkeley, CA, has acquired the col-
lecti on of Sarah Douglas’ smocking collecti on.  For those of you who are not familiar with Sarah, she is an in-
credible smocker and has been beyond creati ve when it comes to smocking designs!  She was also the fi rst 
person to complete the Arti san Master Level in Smocking!  From March 8, 2014 - October 4, 2014, Lacis, 
along with the Cable Car Cablers SAGA Chapter is presenti ng the exhibit  “Smocking - Fabric Manipulati on 
and Beyond”.  Stay tuned for more details!
   

         Smocking is in!
    From the fashion runways to the current issues of sewing magazines, smocking is back in style!  Of course, 
for most of us, it never went out of style, but smocking is now trendy!  I can only imagine what will happen 
when Princess Kate has her baby...........!
     The current issue (April/May) of Vogue Patt erns has an arti cle about smocking - yeah!  Sadly, no menti on 
of SAGA.  By the way - this magazine is NOT just about patt erns - it really has come a long way in the last few 
years!  Excellent arti cles on techniques, fabrics, and tools, as well as fashion.
     Next issue of Threads (167, I believe) will also have an arti cle on smocking.  I have been emailing back 
and forth with them - they are planning on including some informati on on SAGA in their arti cle.  It is fortu-
nate for us that the sewing world (not just  heirloom sewing world) is giving some att enti on to smocking.

                  What NOT to use!  
     I ordered this new iron cleaner from Bohin to try - I thought maybe I’d put it in this 
newslett er.  While the iron cleaner did work, I have decided not to carry it and I will give a 
review to explain my decision.  It runs about $5, and as you can see, it comes in a sti ck, al-
most like a glue sti ck.  You pull off  the cap, heat the iron to a wool setti  ng, and then rub the 
sti ck over the soleplate of the iron.  A few steam bursts, and wipe with a rag.
     When I put the cleaner to the soleplate, my eyes started watering and my nose started 
burning - it smelled like ammonia waft ing through the air!  Not what I was expecti ng.  I 
don’t plan on using this product anymore, and if I do, I will wear a mask!



       Stitching Serenity 13                                                                                         
     with Vaune Pierce, June 28-30, 2013

                ‘Berry Good Smockers Hosts

    Beauti ful bullions are a lovely way to add a litt le spice to anything 
nice!  Learn Vaune’s techniques for making exquisite bullions that em-
bellish a set of pockets for the Roses are Red Tote.  We will spend the 
morning perfecti ng the bullion rose and rosebud, and then in the af-
ternoon, you will learn how simple it is to incorporate your embroidery 
into a handy tote bag!  It is the perfect size to carry your tool caddy, 
needlework, etc.  The bag is padded, has 3 pockets on the front, and 
has handcraft ed leather handles to give it that designer look!  No pre-
class preparati on is required. Fabric choice will be sent before retreat.

     Join ‘Berry Good Smockers in the hills of beauti ful Santa Barbara for our annual Sti tch-
ing Serenity Retreat!  Arrive on Friday evening, June 28, for classes on Saturday and Sunday.  
this year, we are excited to announce the opti on of staying through Monday, July 1, for an 
extra day of sti tching, sewing, sightseeing, relaxing,...........whatever moti vates you!
    $395 for the weekend includes everything - Classes, Kits, Accommodati ons, and Meals!  
Opti onal Sunday night through Monday is $90.   We hope to see you there!   Contact”
Roseann Saldinger at sewfi ne22002@yahoo.com or (818) 340-7642    or
 Vaune Pierce at (805-529-5005) or vaune@vaune.com

                       Roses are Red Embroidered Tote

   Spend the day ‘touring’ the island of Madeira and 
learning about the history of the Embroidery of Ma-
deira!  Vaune will share pictures, stories, and the 
process of Madeira embroidery, as well as the many 
embroideries acquired on her 2 trips to Funchal.  We 
will then turn to sti tching, focusing on the techniques 
that the embroideresses of Madeira use to make their 
work look stunning!  No pre-class preparati on is re-
quired.

                                     Embroidery of Madeira

‘Berry Good Smockers hope to see you there.....old 
friends and new!



Info:
     The sleeping accommodati ons are in the former ‘dorm’ building - you will each have your 
own ‘room’, which has a curtain for a door.  Each room has a bed, closet, desk, sink and mir-
ror.  Showers and bathrooms are at the end of the hall.  There is a possibility that we will 
have use of the 7 bedrooms in the guest house - each pair of rooms has a bathroom between 
them.  There will be a $25 additi onal charge for these rooms and requests will be taken in the 
order that the reservati ons are received!!!
     The fee includes 12 hours of classes, kits for both classes, 2 nights lodging, 3 meals on Sat-
urday and 2 meals on Sunday.  We have the opti on of staying through Monday - if you want 
to sew on your project, if you want to sew on UFO’s if you want to read a book in the beauti -
ful atmosphere............  your choice.  $90 is the fee for the extra day and includes dinner and 
lodging Sunday night and also breakfast and lunch on Monday.

Kit Info:
     The kit for the Roses are Red Embroidered Tote includes the black and the 
white with black polka dot fabric for the outside and a coordinati ng fabric for 
the lining.  The dimensions of this bag are made so that the Handy Caddy will 
 fi t inside.  You do not have to have a Handy Caddy to make this tote!  If you want to get a 
Handy Caddy, they are available in the following colors:  red, pink, purple, black, turquoise, 
and green.  The lining will be available to match the Handy Caddy.  You can also choose to use 
a fabric of your choice.  Detailed informati on regarding fabric choices will be sent once your 
registrati on is received.

Registration:  
 Name:______________________________________________________________

  Address:_____________________________________________________________

  City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________________________

  Phone number:  _______________________________________________________

  Deposit is $200. Mail to:  Roseann Saldinger, 
                                                20530 Quedo Dr.,  
                                               Woodland Hills, CA  91364

Questi ons:  Roseann Saldinger at 818-640-7642  or Vaune Pierce at 805-529-5005
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